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BoaRD OF AGRICULTURE—ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
Carer VETERINARY OFFICER FOR THE YEAR 1913. 


Sir Stewart Stockman’s annual report is now to 
hand, and contains much valuable information. 
This week we deal only with that portion which 
relates to scheduled disease, leaving other important 
matters for consideration in a future note. 

The report commences with foot-and-mouth 
disease. The two outbreaks which occurred in 
1913 are fully described, and the points of epizooti- 
ological interest noted. In neither case could the 
origin of infection be traced, though in one—the 
Sussex outbreak—there was a possibility of virus 
having been carried over by seabirds from the north 
of France. 

Some other diseases are dealt with very briefly. 
Equine mange is decreasing; but, as the Order 
against it has only been in force a comparatively 
short time, the chief officer has little to say upon 
it. Tuberculosis, which was only scheduled in 
1913, is touched very lightly in the report for a 
similar reason. The Tuberculosis Order was in 
force for the last eight months of the year, in 
which time 4,720 cases reported under it were 
confirmed. The Chief Officer remarks that the 
returns are ‘‘ of considerable interest ” ; but the late 
arrival of many of them has obliged him to post- 
pone their analysis for a future report. Next year, 
probably, we may expect some detailed considera- 
tion of the results of the Tuberculosis Order—in 
the meantime, the figures show how sorely the 
Order was needed. 

Anthrax has decreased once more; but we still 
think that there must be much unreported disease. 
Only 23 cases in horses, for instance, are reported 
this year—surely too smalla figure. The Chief 
Officer makes some important observations regard- 
ing anthrax, He reminds us that an exhaustive 
enquiry a few years ago proved “that infection in 
about 80 per cent, of the cases was due to virus 
imported from counties where the disease ig 
enzootic.” He concludes that “This being the 
case, it must not be expected that the decline in 
the number of outbreaks will be continuous, as the 
incidence depends largely on occurrences outside 
this country.” Clearly, then, the Anthrax Order 


can do little more than what the Chief Officer tells 
us it was designed to do, viz.—* Control the spread 
of anthrax once a case has occurred on premises, 
and prevent a recurrence of the disease.” 

Certainly it is succeeding in this so far as re- 
ported disease is concerned; but how much exists 
unreported ? 

On the whole it seems probable that anthrax 
will still be with us when every other disease now 
scheduled has disappeared. 

Sheep scab also has decreased, but not so mark- 
edly as in previous years. This is due partly to 
importation of infective sheep from Ireland, but 
much more to another fact which makes that im- 
portation unavoidable, and also increases our diffi- 
culties with indigenous disease. It is now known 
that acari may live months and even years upon a 
sheep without causing noticeable symptoms of 
disease—and this, by the way, suggests a line of 
enquiry in the question of recurrent equine mange. 
Our present Sheep Scab Order will eradicate the 
disease in time—but the time will be longer than 
was once expected. 

Swine fever has decreased a little, but this may 
be only one of its numerous and inexplicable fiuc- 
tuations. The position is admitted to be unsatis- 
factory, so a new experiment is to be made. It 
will be remembered that the Departmental Com- 
mittee on Swine Fever advised that the Board 
should undertake field observations upon selected 
premises with regard to serum treatment. This is 
to be done, and the Chief Officer details the proced- 
ures he proposes to adopt. Of course the consent 
of owners will be necessary, but that is not likely 
to be difficult to obtain. 

The section upon glanders is very interesting. 
The disease decreased in 1913, but only very 
slightly indeed. The Chief Officer analyses the 
returns, and brings out several points. The Mines 
Act accounted for six outbreaksin imported Russian 
ponies. Further, its influence led one colliery 
company to test its entire stud in different stables, 
thus causing nine outbreaks to be recorded as 
separate ones. Finally, one hitherto undiscovered 
centre of infection accounted for sixteen outbreaks 
more. The Chief Officer concludes “ the apparent 
absence of success, then, of the operations against 
glanders in the past year is not real.” We add 
that the history of glanders for this year, so far, 
wholly supports his view. Again, the propor- 
tion of recurring outbreaks was very high in 
1913; and this, indicating 1s it does more fre- 
quent re-testing, is another hopeful sign. The re- 
port suggests the possibility of blood tests being 
adopted in the near future. But we think that 
mallein alone will suffice to eradicate glanders. 
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DEATH OF A FOAL—TOXICITY OF 
MORPHIA ? 


Subject. A male Clydesdale foal, born normally 
and without assistance during the night of May 
29th, a few days prior to full time. The following 
morning, May 30th, the foal appeared weak and 
could not rise or remain standing without help, and 
persistently refused to suck till about 10.30 that 
night, when having gained considerably in strength 
during the day, it commenced for the first time to 
take nourishment naturally. During the day fre- 
quent attempts had been made to induce the foal 
to suck, but finding them unsuccessful the mare 
was milked into a cup and the milk administered 
to the foal—evidently much against its will—both 
by spoon and by rubber teat on the end of a bottle. 
During this period loose respiratory rales in the 
neighbourhood of the larynx and trachea became 
audible. 

The following morning the foal had improved to 
a remarkable degree; it was sucking frequently 
and freely, and except for occasional tracheal rales, 
appeared as healthy, bright, and lively as could 
possibly be wished for till about 2 p.m., when indi- 
cations of abdominal pain were noticed. The abdo- 
men was drawn up, the abdominal muscles tense, 
and the patient evidently uneasy and distressed. 
The bowels and urine had been in every way normal 
up to now. 

These unfavourable symptoms became rapidly 
worse, and by 4 p.m. it was quite apparent that the 
foal was suffering acute abdominal pain. The 
rectum, as far as could be explored, was empty. 
About 20z. of castor oil with 30 minims Collis 
Browne’s chlorodyne were administered, a few 
ounces of cow’s milk, raw eggs, and whisky having 
been previously given by the attendant. Hot 
fomentations were applied to the abdomen, and 
about 80z. of soapy water rectally injected. In 
half-an-hour’s time the evidence of abdominal pain 
had become still more intensified and the patient 
appeared to be suffering extreme agony. There 
was some difficulty in drenching him or persuading 
him to swallow, and I therefore decided—wisely 
or unwisely—to administer half a grain morphine 
sulph. hypodermically. A little later the pain ap- 
peared to be considerably relieved, the patient went 
quietly to sleep, and died seemingly in his sleep 
about 8 p.m. 

Autopsy the following morning revealed nothing 
abnormal on opening the peritoneal cavity. On 
slitting up the alimentary track several feet of the 
small intestine showed marked venous congestion 
of the mucous membrane. Stomach, cecum, and 
large intestine normal. One small mass, about the 
size of a filbert, of dense, impacted, fecal matter 
was present in the small colon. Remainder of 
abdominal contents normal. Heart and lungs 
healthy. A large quantity of whitish froth was 
resent in the trachea, extending from the larynx 
own to many of the larger bronchi, but not ex- 
tending to the bronchioles or lung tissue. No 


other abnormality could be discovered in any other 
organ or tissue of the body. There was red clot in 
both sides of the heart. 

Queries and Observations. 1. To what extent 
was this foal “killed by kindness,” coupled with 
morphia ? 

2. Should a weakly foal that refused to suck be 
forcibly fed during the first 24 hours? If not, at 
what age should, or may, forcible feeding be resort- 
ed to if still declining to suck ? 

3. Is refusal to suck, when newly born, at all a 
common condition in foals or calves? (I am 
credibly informed that the human infant is fre- 
quently given no nourishment of any kind during 
the first three days of life). 

4. Is the drenching or forcible administration of 
milk a particularly risky or undesirable procedure 
in the newly-born foal, on account of the danger of 
fluid entering the trachea? In this case there 
seems no doubt that the froth in the trachea simply 
represented milk that had “ gone the wrong way,’ 
and the appearance of the trachea distinctly sug- 
gested that if the foal had survived longer, mechani- 
cal pneumonia might have supervened, unless the 
froth therein became in some other way disposed of. 
(There was no indication, post-mortem, of pulmon- 
ary oedema or congestion). 

5. The mare had been in full lactation for a week 
or more prior to foaling, the milk flowing freely 
from the udder. The first (colostrum-containing) 
secretion was thus no doubt wasted through leak- 
age. Might this account for the intestinal conges- 
tion, or was the latter more likely to have been 
set up by the small impacted mass in the floating 
colon? (There appeared to be no damming back 
of the bowel contents anterior to this mass). 

6. Are there any grounds for the opinion ap- 
parently popular amongst the “ laity,’ that a mix- 
ture of cow’s milk and raw eggs is of value as a 
laxative for foals ? 

7. Finally, to what extent was the half-grain of 
morphia responsible for death? 1 have a strong 
suspicion, on reviewing the case, that it probably 
had a considerable share. Appearances certainly 
pointed to it, and had not the foal (fortunately) 
been my own property, I think [ should have lost 
my client as well as the patient! I know that 
morphia is regarded with the greatest awe by 
medical men for the young of the human species, 
but have never heard that the same applies to the 
equine infant. I am of opinion that it is almost 
impossible to kill an adult horse with morphia. 

Any remarks or comments on the above case by 
practitioners experienced with foals would be much 
appreciated by the undersigned. 

C. H. H. F.R.C.v.s. 
Canada. 


GoveRNMENT PuBLicaTIons.— Messrs. Wyman and 
Sons, Ltd., official sale agents in England and Wales for 
Parliamentary papers and Stationery Oftice publications 
have issued the following: Board of Agriculture for 
Scotland, second report, 1913, price 10d. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF TWO NEW 
INSTRUMENTS AND THEIR APPLICATION 
IN PRACTICE. 


Lung Puncture Syringe for extracting germ-laden | 


material through the chest wall in pulmonary diseases. 


To procure morbid material laden with tubercle 
bacilli or other bacteria from a given centre in the liv-_ 
ing animal body harbouring these bacteria, is not always | 


an easy procedure, nevertheless to those clinicians who 


are called upon to make their diagnosis by the isolation | 
of the causative organism it is essential. In those cases | 


of pulmonary tuberculosis, as seen in our non-expectora- 
ting patients, the difficulties of obtaining sputum are 
many, and when obtained in the usual manner per 
orem or nasum, during the process of exit and later on 
transit, the materies morbi is liable to become contami- 
nated by alien bacteria, and in the case of tuberculosis 
by acid-fast bacilli morphologically resembling tubercle, 
thereby increasing the danger of errors in diagnosis. 
To obviate these risks and difficulties I have suggested 
penetrating the chest wall in selected cases, plunging 
the needle attached to a suitable syringe into the lung 
parenchyma and aspirating what liquid or semi-liquid 
there is to be found. 


The syringe has a capacity of 50 cubic cc. The 
barrel is made of very strong graduated glass into which 
is placed a perfectly fitting metal plunger. The needles 
are two in number, with wide bore and bayonet points, 
measuring three and four inches long respectively. 
To permit of lateral suction there are several small per- 
forations made along the wall of the needles at their 
distal ends. When fluid has been aspirated a stop-cock 
which is fixed between the approximate end of the 
needle and the barrel of the syringe can be utilised, 
serving a double function, as follows: (a) Before the 
removal of the needle from the chest the stop-cock is 
turned off, in this manner preventing the materies 
morbi collected by the syringe from becoming contami- 
nated by alien atmospheric bacteria, a most essential 
detail where bacterial cultures are desired. (4) The 
stop-cock brought into play makes the syringe serve as 
a carrier of morbid material, doing away with the 
necessity of carrying a sterile receptacle for the purpose. 
A careful examination of the 
chest wall of the suspect- 
ed animal should be made, 
ie. auscultation (stetho- 
scopic)—auscuitation direct 
should be relegated to the 
past—and percussion, with the view of ascertaining the 
exact physical state of the a 3 and locating the most 
disorganised area or areas. The hair should be clip 
and the skin painted with strong tincture of iodine, 
allowed to dry, and repainted at two intervals. The 
animal should now be held, nosed and horned, by an 
attendant, and the anterior border of the rib noted. 
The needle of the sterile syringe is plunged boldly into 
the lung structure, care being taken to avoid the inter- 
costal vessels which run along the posterior border of 


/each rib. Where the examination makes us reasonably 
| suspect an infective pulmonary abscess cavity, stead 
| withdrawal of the plunger will fill the syringe wit 
| purulent material. Where no such collection of morbid 
| liquid exists, as for example in miliary tuberculosis or 
pneumonia, it is imperative before plunging the needle 
into the chest to take up 5 to 10c.c. of sterile water, 
_ sterile normal saline solution, or sterile broth, the latter 
being particularly necessary where we desire eventually 
to make cultures from the aspirated material. The 
syringe now charged with the selected fluid the needle 
is driven home, after which I gently move it to and fro 
to break down the lung structure in a small area and 
_make, so to speak, a kind of pultaceous cavity. The 
fluid is then injected, allowed to remain 30 to 60 seconds 
and aspirated. The resultant collection will depend for 
its composition upon the pathological state of the lung 
itself. It may be purulent, thick or thin, it may be a 
sanguineous or a sero-sanguineous fluid. If sterile pre- 
cautions are carefully adhered to no possible danger can 
follow the operation. 

Up to the time of writing I have made over one hun- 
dred lung punctures in horses, cattle, and the dog with- 
out a single bad sequel, and in the same animal I have 
punctured the same lung in several places at the same 
time without the least apparent inconvenience to the 
patient. Where the puncture is made with the object of 

identifying the tubercle bacillus it must be 
pointed out that negative results may not 
mean the absence of tuberculous lesions, for 
example, lung puncture in cases of glandular 
lesions only would possess no diagnostic value. 
Where pulmonary morbid material is required 
for the cultivation of the causative bacteria 
with the view of making vaccines, the advant- 
ages of lung puncture over the collection of 
sputum obtained in the usual way are obvious. 
In the former where sterile precautions are 
taken, the risk of alien bacterial contamination is done 
away with altogether. 


Milk Aspirator for the collection of germ-laden 
milk, particularly Tuberculous Milk, from the udder 
of a cow. 


It is an acknowledged fact that sometimes cows har- 
bour tubercle bacilli in the milk gland and apparently 
give milk which is tubercle-free, at least centrifugalis- 
ing and careful microscopical examination of the result- 
ant deposit of such milk often gives negative results. 
It it just possible in those cases the bacilli may be ad- 
herent to the mucosa, or, in any case, infective foci ma 
be found projecting from the mucous membrane whic 
under a certain degree of suction may be compelled to 
break down and give up the bacteria. Reasoning thus 
I have devised a milk aspirator. 

This instrument is composed of a cylinder made of 
stout glass with a capacity of 300c.c, at one end of 


which isan aspirating pump, and at the other a tapering 
needle for insertion in the udder. At each end of the 
cylinder a stop cock is inserted so that all the air can 
be expelled, the stops ‘applied, and a vacuum remain for 
a considerable length of time. The distal end of the 
needle has several lateral perforations, while the approxi- 
mate end is gradually widened to the base so that the 
teat sphincter may closely fit the needle, preventing the 
ingress of outside air. 


er 
nt 
th 
be 
at 
rt- 
| 
1m 
re- 
ng 
of 
ire 
of 
ere 
ly 
1g- 
ni- 
he 
of. ty 

4 
1g) 
ik. 
ng 
ck 
ix- 

a 

of 
ng 
sly 
ily 
ly) 
at 
by 
BS, 
he 
st 

nd 
‘or 
ns 
LIM 


816 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


June 20, 1914 


The cow should be held by an attendant and the hind 
legs “spanned,” failing this the tail should be drawn in 
between the hind legs, brought round the hock at the 
same side as the operator, and held by an attendant. 
This tends to prevent the instrument or the operator 
being kicked. The end of the teat should now be 
scrubbed with cotton-wool soaked in tincture of iodine, 
and allowed to dry. Some milk should now be drawn 
from the teat which is again painted with iodine. The 
needle attached to the aspirator (all the air being pre- 
viously expelled from the cylinder) should now be care- 
fully inserted into the teat as far as it will go, the stop 
cock in them turned on, and when a sufficient quantit 
of milk has been collected, should be turned off. If 
desired the milk is collected from the other quarters in 
a similar manner. The stop cocks securely fixed, the 
needle and pump may now removed, and the 
cylinder brought intact to the laboratory. The contents 
may then be evacuated by placing the cylinder on its 
end in a measure glass and opening both stop cocks. 


STERILIZATION. 


As it is essential these instruments should be steril- 
ised before and after use, they are so constructed as to 
resist a very high de of heat. The milk aspirator 
for ordinary practical purposes will only require boiling. 
In the lung puncture syringe a higher temperature ma 
be necessary, for here it may be brought in contact wit 
material used for incubation purposes, in which case a 
higher temperature than boiling point is required. 
Where dry heat is used a , neon rising temperature 
from the normal up to 130 degrees centigrade may be 
applied, and in the case of moist heat a slightly higher 
temperature may be used. Owing to the unequal ex- 
panding powers of metal and glass, it is needless to add 
the piston should be removed from the syringe and the 
metal flanges from the aspirator, in fact all disjoint- 
able parts should be separated. 

The instruments are made at my request by Messrs. 
Arnold, Giltspur Street, Smithfield, London. 

Wo. Scort, F.R.C.v.s. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


PHLEBITIS ORIGINATING FROM STRANGLES AND 
RESULTING IN SEPTICZMIA. 
Natal records (Jowrnal de Méd. Vét. et de Zoot 


de Lyon) the case of a four-year-old gelding, which 
showed an uncertain and dragging method of pro- 


gression. 

The right hind limb was brought forward with 
difficulty ; it was warmer and a little more volumin- 
ous than the left; and palpation of it caused pain 
and left a slight resultant depression. The rectal 


temperature was 104:5° F. 

There were traces of old contusions, entirely 
cicatrised, upon the hock and cannon regions, but 
not the least wound. 

Upon examination, very localised but very dis- 
tinct signs of pulmonary congestion were found at 
the rig t side of the chest. At this point there was 
a slight dullness and a blowing sound. 

The sounds of the heart were dull, ill-defined, 
and unequal in force, indicating a little myocardiac 
insufficiency. There was also a little tachycardia. 

The palpebral conjunctiva was cyanosed, and the 


appetite was completely lost. 


The diagnosis reached was that of phlebitis of the 
right limb, with consecutive embolism, which had 
caused an infarct of the right lung. 

The cardiac symptoms were disquieting. The 
irregularity and muffling of the cardiac sounds, 
with the tachycardia, indicated enfeeblement of the 
myocardium and suggested an infectious generalisa- 
tion, which was already indicated by the pulmonary 
infarct. 

The horse was bled to the amount of five litres 
(= about 8} pints). Further treatment consisted 
in saline purgation, the application of mustard to 
the chest, the administration of digitalin and 
caffeine, and moist local dressings. 

At the end of four days the temperature had 
fallen to 102:2° F., the pulmonary symptoms showed 
a distinct amelioration, and a slight improvement 
in the general condition appeared to be produced. 
But the heart continued to show the same feeble- 
ness, while the engorgement of the cannon and 
hock increased, despite all care, and rose upwards. 

Three days later the local symptoms became dis- 
quieting. The horse remained lying most of the 
time, and in the rare and short intervals of stand- 
ing he bore no weight upon the affected limb. The 
local sensitiveness and pain increased. The finger 
left a very deep impression in the cedematous 
regions. 

This condition remained stationary for a few 
days, and then grew worse. Fistule opened upon 
both the anterior and posterior roots of the internal 
saphena vein, and after the external saphena, 
giving exit to a thick creamy yellow pus, manifestly 
pertaining to strangles pus. The pus was streaked 
with blood, and sometimes pure blood flowed- 
away. 

The horse now collapsed very rapidly, and died 
fifteen days after the first examination. 

It seems clear that the animal died of septice- 
mia, the pathogeny a easy toestablish. The 
infection of the blood had occurred from microbial 
emboli proceeding from the phlebitic area. The 
horse had been one of a lot of strangles patients, 
and the pus from the fistula had the characters of 
strangles pus. Strangles streptococci, therefore, 
had invaded the blood stream. Under the influence 
of contusions—the animal being infected with 
strangles—strangles abscesses were formed in the 
more or less immediate neighbourhood of the 
saphena veins, and the latter had gradually been 
invaded by the infection, causing phlebitis and then 
septicemia. 

Post-mortem, the chief interest lay in the condi- 
tion of the right hind limb. It was the seat of an 
enormous enlargement, especially marked upon the 
leg and thigh. Above the hock on the inside were 
two fistule which, upon the least pressure, dis- 
charged yellow creamy pus streaked with blood. 
A symmetrical fistulous opening existed on the out- 
side. The internal fistula were connected with the 
anterior and posterior roots of the internal saphena 
vein, and the external one with the external saphena 
and the gastrocnemius. The tendon of the 
gastrocnemius was undergoing mortification, and 
was bathed in pus. 
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The internal saphena vein was thrombosed, 
forming a hard resistant cord. Its walls were 
“ transformed into a pyogenic membrane,”’ and con- 
tained a purulent liquid mixed with blood clots. 
It presented these characters as far as the region 
of the two adductors of the leg, where it was finally 
obliterated by a large blood clot. The femoral 
vein which continued it was healthy. The muscles 
of the limb had the aspect of congealed meat, and 
were strewn with miliary abscesses containing very 
thick pus. 

There was nothing noteworthy in the lung apart 
from hypostatic congestion, and one portion a little 
darker than the rest, which appeared to be the 
centre of the embolism.—Annales de Méd. Vét. 


CHRONIC PYOMETRITIS IN A Cow. 


Herbet records (Journal de Méd. Vét. et de 
Zootechnie de Lyon) the case of a sterile cow, ten 
years old, which for several years had shown symp- 
toms of abdominal pains. During the latter part 
of the time her appetite had become capricious. 

Upon examination, Herbert discovered chronic 
peritonitis with effusion; but was unable to deter- 
mine the origin of the condition. The cow died the 
next day. 

Post-mortem, the uterus was found to be of 
enormous size. The inferior and median part of 
the body of the uterus showed a black ecchymosed 
portion, with a large opening at its centre. This 
opening was circular in one-third of its extent and 
eos rectilinear in the remainder. 

Pursuing the examination of the uterus, Herbet 
found that its internal face was destitute of coty- 
ledons, and that it had never possessed an opening 
giving access to the vagina. The vagina itself, 
which was thus a veritable cul-de-sac, was extra- 
ordinarily capacious. 

The histological study of the uterine wall revealed 
lesions of chronic purulent metritis. 

The rupture of the inferior wall of the uterus may 
be explained by the distension and thinning exer- 
cised by the abundance of exudate accumulated in 
the uterine cavity. Perhaps a traumatism or some 
effort may have encouraged the rupture. The 
actual cause of death was secondary peritonitis. 
—Annales de Méd. Vét. 


G1ant-CELLED Sarcoma oF A Diair. 


The giant-celled sarcoma, which developes exclu- 
sively upon bone, is not a common tumour in 
animals. Its rarity in the digital region has led 
Ball to record (Journal de Méd. Vét. et de Zootech- 
nie de Lyon) the following case. 

The subject was a cat, six years old. The right 
fore foot appeared voluminous as a result of the 
presence of a rounded tumour the size of a walnut 
in the region of the fourth digit. At the summit 
of this neoplasm was a small ulcerated prominence, 
reddish and granular upon its surface. and covered 
in places by scabs. 

The skin was adherent to the neoplasm. The 
hairs had disappeared upon the summit of the 
lesion, around the ulceration. 


The consistence of the tumour was firm. Upon 
section the tissue showed a lobulated structure, a 
greyish colouration, and a very vaguely hyaline 
aspect. The lobules measured from a few milli- 
metres to one centimetre in diameter, and were 
united by a very fine framework of connective 
tissue. Some lobules were soft and hemorrhagic. 

By its progressive development the tumour had 
caused the separation of the third and fifth digits, 
the claws of which flanked the neoplasm laterally. 

Histologically, the tumour showed the characters 
of a giant-celled sarcoma.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


(Nothing is stated of the history, or whether 
treatment was attempted.—Transl.) 
W.R. C. 


THE BROWN INSTITUTION. 


The annual repert of the Superintendent of the 
Brown Animal Sanatory Institution (Mr. F. W. Twort) 
has been received by the Senate of the University of 
London. The Institution was founded under the will 
of the late Mr. Thomas Brown, who died in 1852, for 
the purpose of “investigating, studying, and without 
charge beyond immediate expenses, endeavouring to 
cure maladies, distempers, and injuries any quadrupeds 
or birds useful to man may be found subject to.” The 
report states that in the year 1913 the total number of 
examinations of animals made was 7,036, and the total 
number of animals brought to the Institution was 
6,022, of which 565 were in-patients at the hospital. 
Animals under treatment included 3,956 dogs, 1,355 
cats and 535 horses, the commonest diseases being dis- 
temper, mange and scabies in dogs, and lameness in 
horses It was estimated that 400 animals were sent 
away to veterinary surgeons treatment being refused 
on the grounds that the owners could afford to pay the 
proper fees. Of the 565 in-patients, 520 were cured or 
relieved, 17 died, and 28 were destroyed as incurable. 
The research work of the laboratory attached to the 
Institution included investigations on the thyroid gland, 
Johne’s disease, tuberculosis, leprosy, and infantile diar- 
rheea, the last investigation being carried out for the 
Local Government Board. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE BROWN 
INSTITUTION FOR THE YEAR 1913. [ABSTRACT.] 


PREMISES AND STAFF. 


Through lack of funds it has been found impossible 
to replace the old zinc shed and wooden hutches which 
are used for rabbits, guinea-pigs, and other small 
animals, and it bas been found impossible to replace the 
old operating shed. 

As has been pointed out in previous reports the roof 
of the stables needs re-slating, and I am of opinion 
that it would be advisable to place electric light in the 
house, also to cut off with a tap the network of gas 
pipes under the laboratory and to place a new straight 
pipe in the laboratories. 


LABORATORY. 


The five lectures required to be given under the will 
of the late Mr. Brown were delivered during December 
in the theatre of the Royal College of Surgeons, and I 
wish to thank the Council for allowing me the use of 
the theatre. The ee of the lectures was “ The Culti- 
vation of Animal and Vegetable Micro-organisms.” 
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During the year a number of pathological and bac- 
teriolugical examinations were made on materials which 
were obtained from the yr Other investigations 
have been carried out in the laboratories by different 
workers. 

Mr. W. Epmunps. 


(1) The functions of the Thyroid and Parathyroid 
glands. r. Edmunds has continued his investigations 
on the thyroid and parathyroid glands ; the experiments 
had relation to the functions of these glands, and to the 
nature of exophthalmic goitrein man. The experiments 
were performed on dogs. 


Pror. T. HEWLETT AND 
Dr. J. A. SHAW-MACKENZIE. 


(2) Serum tests for malignant growths. Professor 
Hewlett and Dr. Shaw-Mackenzie have carried out 
some experiments on certain serum tests for malignant 
growths. 

Dr. C. C. Twort (Beit Memorial Fellow). 


(3) Production of Johne’s disease in Rodents. Dr. 
C. C. Twort has carried out a number of experiments 
with Johne’s bacillus and small animals, and by the use 
of astrain of Johne’s bacillus which had been.acclima- 
tised to grow on ordinary glycerine-beef broth, has in- 
fected rabbits, rats and mice. He has shown that the 
bacilli do not multiply at the site of inoculation but, as 
in ungulates, select the lymphatic glands and intestinal 
mucosa for their further development. The disease 
produced in these animals is practically identical with 
that found in naturally infected cattle and sheep. 

(4) Coccidium oviforme and coceidium bovis. This 
investigation was undertaken to determine whether or 
no these coccidia are identical ; the work is being con- 
tinued. 

(5) The rapidity with which lymphatic glands be- 
come infected. The results of this investigation demon- 
strate that when micro-organisms are inoculated into 
the peritoneal cavity of animals, the lymphatic glands 
in the thorax become infected within five minutes after 
the intraperitoneal inoculation. The same result was 
obtained with all the micro-organisms tested ; these 
included tubercle bacilli, Johne’s bacillus, staphylococci 
and other cocci. 

(6) Immunity in tubercular disease. This investiga- 
tion is being conducted to determine the relation 
between the caseation of tubercular tissues and the rise 
of temperature produced by the inoculation of a vaccine 
or by an auto-inoculation. A considerable number of 
ee on the test tube immunity reactions in 
tubercular disease and in Johne’s disease are also being 
carried out. 

THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


(7) The cultivation of the lepra bacillus of rats. 


riments have been continued, and I have 
to grow this bacillus on a number of fresh 
All the results 


ese 
attemp 
media and under various conditions. 
were negative. 

In addition to the experiments related above, I have 
carried out several investigations conjointly with Mr. 
G. L. Y. Ingram, with Dr. Mellanby, and with Dr. C. C. 
Twort. These experiments were as follows :— 


With Mr. INGRAM. 


(8) Johne’s disease of cattle. We have continued our 
experiments on this condition and have shown that (i) 
the disease may extend to the lymphatic glands outside 
the abdominal cavity, (ii) the disease in sheep is identi- 
cal with the disease in cattle, and is produced by the 
same bacillus, (iii) diseased sheep react to a diagnostic 
vaccine of Johne’s bacillus in the same way that cattle 
react, (iv) Johne’s bacillus, besides growing “on"'media 
containing other acid-fast bacilli, or extracts’ obtained 


from them, will also grow on media containing extracts 
obtained from certain vegetable substances: these 


include the chloroform soluble portion of an alcoholic 

extract of crushed fig seeds, an alcoholic extract ‘of 

certain fungi such as Cantharellus aurantiacus Fr., an 

alcoholic extract of certain seeds such as linseed, etc. 

These results confirm the suggestions put forward in our 

previous papers and in our “Monograph on Johne's 
isease 


It may be mentioned here that the work carried ont 
on Johne’s disease at the institution since the beginning 
of 1910 has been published in fourteen parts, as papers 
in different journals, including those which have been 
accepted for publication but have not yet appeared. 
The work to the end of March, 1913. was included in a 
monograph on Johne’s disease which we published in 


April. 
With Dr. E. MELLAnsy. 


(9) Infantile diarrhea. This investigation is being 
carried out for the Local Government Board. During 
the past year we have isolated and tested a number of 
bacilli, and have carried out a considerable number of 
experiments to ascertain the conditions which determine 
the absorption of toxic substances from the intestinal 
tract. The work is being continued. 


With Dr. C. C. Tworrt. 


(10) The nature of certain filter-passing micro- 
organisms. This investigation is also being carried out 
for the Local Government Board. 


Hosp!vat. 


The total number of examinations made was 7,036, 
and the total number of animals brought to the Institu- 
tion was 6,022. In addition to these probably 400 
animals were sent away to veterinary surgeons, treat- 
ment being refused on the grounds that the owners could 
afford to pay the proper fees. 

The actual numbers of the various animals were as 


follows :— 
Species. Out-Patients. In-Patients. 


Horses 535 
Asses 25 
Goats 5 
Dogs 3956 
Cats 1355 
Poultry and other Birds 122 

bbits 22 
Monkeys 2 


6022 


incurab le. 


Died & cause 


Operations, etc. of death. 


Cured or 
relieved 
Destro 


Abscesses 

Actual cautery, etc. 

Amputations—Limb 
Tail 

* Castrations— Horses 
> Asses 


Goats 

Entropion 
Extraction of Teeth 
Fractures set 
Hematomata 
Herniee— Umbilical 

» Inguinal 
Mallein test 
Neurectomy 


5 Pneumonia 


1 Chloroform 


&& 


_ 
Co, 


1 Chloroform 
No reaction 


to tO 
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ed 
le 


bie. 


Died & cause 


Operations, ete. of death. 


Cured or 
relieved 

Destro 
incura 


3 Tuberculosis 
3 Strychnine 


Paracentesis Abdominis 
Poisoning 
uittor operation 
phining (antrum) 
Tumours exc 
Wounds 
Skin diseases 
Parturition 
Prolapsus uteri 
ani 
Eye enucleations 


om bo 


J 


4 Septic metritis — 


wa 


520 
* Castration of male cats, 325—not kept as In-patients. 
Out-PATIENTs.. 
H=Horses: D-=Dogs: B= Birds: R = Rabbits: 
A = Asses: C = Cats: G = Goats. 
Infectious Diseases. 
Distemper D 721, C29. 
Glanders 3 Tested. Reaction negative. 
Influenza H 5 


Strangles H 12. 
Tubercle D 3, C8, B55. 


Alimentary Canal, ete. 


Dental caries H 10, D116, C6 
Dental irregularities H 152, A2, D26. 
Foreign bodies D C 
Stomatitis 
Colic 
Constipation H 3, D171, C16. 
Diarrhoea H 2, D 133, C 26, G2. 
Enteritis D 23, C 22. 
Fistula of anal glands D 6. 
Gastritis D 295. 
Herniz D 13, C2. 
Impaction of Colon H 2. 
Volvulus H1, D2. 
Jaundice C5 
Parasites (Ascarides, Taeniz) D 195, C 155. 
Ascites D 10, C20 
Anal prolapse D4, C1. 
Respiration, ete. 
Asthma 
Bronchitis 
Emphysema 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 
Pus in facial sinuses 
Skin Affections, ete. 

Botryomycosis 
Eczema 
Erythema 
Follicular mange 

bies 
Necrosis (harness pressure) 
Ringworm 
Urtiearia 
Parasitic mange (Sarcoptic, Psoroptic) 


Vervous Affections. 
pilepsy_ 
Paraplegia 


.|not exempt from the petrol tax, but they sai 
. | ought to be. 


_ | Affeetions of Generative Organs, and Urinary Tract. 


Cystitis D 5, C 30. 
Infective granuloma 
Mastitis 

Metritis 

Orchitis 

Urethritis 

Vaginitis 


bo ge go 


The Ear. 
Congenital deafness 
Otorrhcea 
Hematomata 
Otacariasis 


Ce 


The Eye. 


Q 


Cataract 
Conjunctivitis 
Corneal ulcers 
Entropion 
Luxation of Lens 
Keratitis 
Staphyloma 


> to 


Sn 
go 


Unelassijied. 


Luxation of Patella 
Rachitis 

Lymphangitis 

Thyroid enlargement 
Lameness in horses, ete. 
Wounds 

Interdigital cysts 
Diabetes insipidus 


F. W. Twort, Superintendent. 
March 13th, 1914. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[NationaL V.M.A. SouTHEeRN Brancu.]} 
A meeting was held at the “Angel” Hotel, Peter- 
borough, on Thursday, June 11th. Mr. C. W. Towns- 


end, F.R.c.v.8., of Long Stanton, the President, in the 
chair. Also present: Messrs. T. Hicks, Sleaford, Hon. 


.|See.; T. B. Bindloss, Long Sutton; F. L. Gooch, 


Stamford; Geo. Lockwood, J. Mackinder, Peterborough; 
A. Lennox, Crowlands ; W. W. Lang, Uleeby; H. H. 
Nichols, Oundle; J. H. Poles, Whittlesea; T. A. 
Rudkin, Grantham ; and H. C. Taylor, Caistor. 

A telegram was received from Mr. W. A. Allott, Up- 


| well, regretting inability to attend. 


The minutes of the February meeting were taken 


read. 


Perrot TAX AND JuRY SERVICE. 
Mr. Bryptoss said that by the minutes he saw that 


‘| it was stated by a member at the last meeting that 


veterinary practitioners were free from the petrol tax 


_jand that so ? 


The Hon. Sec. said that was not correct. pa were 


they 


Mr. Goocu said they would not let him off the petrol 
tax, evenas atradesman. As to jury service the only 


. | way to get off was to see the overseer and get him to 
9,| mark them as not eligible. 


Mr. Brnpioss : The overseer is liable ? 

Mr. Goocn: No. I claim exemption as a medical 
man. 

Mr. BinpLoss said jury service did not affect practi- 


| tioners in town so much as in the country, and if he 


were summoned to Lincoln Assizes for Monday he had 


"| to go overnight. 


S| 35 
Jie | 
9} 3 
9 
a a 57 | 250 D 230, 
om 3 | 280 D7, 
ich 
‘ — 19] 21 H1, D 28, 
= —_—____—__—_____——— | 168 D 156, ¢ 
63 D 
3 
1 
136 
3 
3 
8 
5 
4 
603 
12 223 
66 
180 
20 
25 
14 
i 190 
163 
45 
6 
295 
15 
2 
3 
5 
350 
30 
5 
21 
55 
3 
7 
60 
2 
5 
245 
10 
520 
450 
18 
40 
19 
ll 
61 D 61 
14 D 14 
80 C12 
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The CuarrMAN : You are not exempt then ? 

Mr Binptoss: No. I have tried to get off at Spalding 
Quarter Sessions, but without avail. 

Mr. Goocu said that they would be exempt under 
the Charter of the Royal College now before Parliament. 

The Hon. Sec. : If that becomes law it will relieve us 
of service. 

Mr. : Yes. 
THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 


Sir Stewart Stockman wrote asking the Association 
to appoint a member to represent them at the Inter- 
national in London from the 3rd to the 8th 


August. 

On the motion of Mr. Hicks, seconded by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. F. L. Gooch was unanimously appointed a 
delegate, and it was decided to send the necessary sub- 
scription of £1. 

r. Goocu returned thanks for the honour done him, 
and said he should be glad to hear from members who 
had not subscribed to the entertainment of their foreign 
visitors. The sum of £79 2s. had been promised, and 
he had received todate £69 6s and he should like to 
make it up to £100. 

THE LATE Mr. Wm. Huntine. 


The President of the “~~ College wrote asking the 
Association to assent to the petition to the Treasury 
for a pension to be granted from the Civil List to the 
children of the late Mr. Wm. Hunting. 

The CuarrMaN : I am afraid the petition has gone to 
the Treasury. 

Mr. Gooca said one had been sent in, but they could 
send another to Mr. Gray as suggested in the letter. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was a most deserving case, 
and no one was more generous in forwarding the work 
of the Association than Mr. a 

Resignation. The resignation of Mr. Andrew Young, 
of Chatteris, was accepted. 

DeatTH oF A MEMBER. 


The President said he regretted to have to record the 
death since their last meeting of Mr. Howse, of Lincoln, 
one of their oldest members, and indeed one of the 
founders, he believed, of the Association. He moved a 
resolution of condolence with his relatives. 

Mr. Rudkin: I knew him before I joined the pro- 
fession ; a nicer man or a better professional friend I 
never knew. He has no relatives, but I should like it 
recorded on the minutes that he was “one of 
the best.” 

The Hon. Sec. : Out of respect for the profession, his 
housekeeper gave me an intimation of his death. 

Mr. MackINDER: He was present at our first meet- 
ing, at Louth. 

e resolution of regret was carried, all standing, and 
ordered to be entered on the minutes. 


Frees FoR EXAMINATION. 


A scale of examination fees adopted by the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, iand forwarded by Mr. 
Theo. Toope, of Dover, was adjourned for consideration 
to the next meeting. 


SOME INTERESTING CASES. 
By W. W. Lane, M.R.c.v.s. 


At our last two meetings we have had what I might 
describe as more advanced though quite desirable sub- 
jects, viz., “The method of milk examination for tubercle 
bacilli” by Mr. Lewis, and a paper with demonstration on 
“Abdominal Surgery in the Deg” by Professor Brayley 
Reynolds. Now, I trust it is no retrograde movement 
on my part to return to the more common experiences 
of our everyday life and give you a paper on what we 
all more or meet in our ordinary practice. 


DystTok1a: OPERATION. 


My first case hardly needs the above description be- 
cause it bears on Professor Reynold’s paper. riously 
enough, just a week after, I had a case of dystokia ina 
very small Yorkshire terrier. She was not due to whelp 
till the end of the week, but evidently a long motor ride 
from Kent to North Lincolnshire on the Monday had 
upset her, for about 7 p.m. the same evening she became 
uneasy. I was called in the following night about 
9 p.m., and on examination could feel the nose of the 
foetus at the entrance to the pelvis. As the bitch was 
so small I could do nothing by manual manipulation 
and as the fcetus appeared normally placed I gave her, 
to begin with, 5 minims Pituitrin, which very shortly 
caused a good deal of discomfort and uneasiness. No 

rogress was made so I repeated the Pituitrin, giving 
a doses up to 1 ¢.c.. but while there was no doubt 
of the action of the agent it was now (11 p.m.) apparent 
that nothing short of an abdominal operation was indi- 
cated. Accordingly I had her brought to my place next 
morning early, and with the assistance of Mr. Taylor 
the operation was carried out. 

We gave about } gr. morphia (perhaps rather much) 
without chloroform, and as soon as anesthesia was 
complete we commenced. On reference to Prof. Hob- 
day’s book I found the remark that in such cases as 
large an incision as is necessary should be made. You 
wh realise on hearing the following how large that 
abdominal opening was. _ 

The first organ to come into view was a very much 
distended bladder ; for the moment I wondered what it 
was. We attempted to pass a catheter, but soon realised 
this as a dangerous if not impossible procedure. The 
difficulty was overcome by tapping the or with a 
hypodermic needle and drawing off the urine. When 
we got to the uterus, which appeared normal in colour, 
we found only one puppy, a very large one, and, as we 
afterwards discovered, emphysematous. The abdominal 
wound had to be considerably enlarged to allow of 
ligaturing the ovarian vessels and detaching the ovary 
and horn. After repeating this part on the other side 
we found that the nose of the foetus was jammed in the 
pelvis—this accounted for the state of the bladder— 
while the hind parts were closely pressed against the 
ovary, and that it was impossible to withdraw the puppy 
to allow of ligaturing the uterine neck. To overcome 
this we held the ovarian end of the horn well away from 
the abdomen, incised it, and pulled the foetus out alto- 
gether. The rest of the operation was as usual—ligature 
of the neck, sterilization of the stump and suture of the 
now enormous abdominal wound. 

The operation took place about 11 a.m.; the bitch 
recove consciousness about 7 p.m. and took an 
interest in things, but about 10 p.m. she commenced to 
collapse and died at 1.30 a.m., no doubt from shock. 

I am informed that in human ny | the operation, 
after labour pains have commenced, is nearly always 
fatal. Altogether I think we had bad luck in our first 
case. We feel satisfied that so far as the operation is 
concerned it was quite all right though we seemed a 
long time over it. 

ere I may mention a point in connection with Prof. 
Reynolds’ paper on Inguinal hernia. In man, I under- 
stand, a method of operating which finds favour is to 
push the forceps through the internal oblique muscle, 
seize the hernial sac at its apex and draw it through 
until comparatively taut, ligature and stitch the stump 
to the fascia. You may wonder, as I did, whether there 
is any likelihood of recurrence, but the answer is in the 
negative, though one would naturally expect that in a 
successful operation by ligaturing the sac over the ring 
in the ordinary way a larger swelling with peers 
cicatricial contraction would prove a more formidable 
barrier to any subsequent prolapse of the bowel. 
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I can understand that we may sometimes be called 
upon to operate on the male, but not castrate—the two 
are usually carried out together in our patients—in 
animals specially valuable for breeding purposes, and I 
think the above method may with advant be tried. 
In our patients, however, it might be more advantageous 
to stitch the stump to the muscle itself for ter 


security. When the sac is not drawn as tightly as 
required a stitch is inserted to bring the to its 
normal size. 


DouBLE MEDIAN AND ULNAR NEURECTOMY. 


Some years ago I bought a weight-carrying cob which 
had been used as a polo pony. As was to be ee 
he was rather full in the legs, if I may use the phrase, 
but as I got such a good character with him I risked 
him. He did very well in harness for a von tee began 
to go short. Rest improved him, but work undid him 

. I diagnosed ostitis, and, accepting the late Mr. 
Henting’s statement that there is no cure, decided to 
unnerve. I had had a no experience of the 

ration, so, after concluding that the internal aspects 
of his fetlocks were more at fault, I operated on the 
internal plantars only—but without success. At this 
stage I severed one of the arteries, and although there 
was no really bad after effect, that part used to fill up 
considerably while the animal stood in a stall and go 
down again with exercise. An interesting point here is 
that until it had filled up it always “sweated.” About 
that time I got into communication with Mr. Willis, of 
London, who generously advised me, saying that in all 
of the fetlock 
median neurectomy was required, and that in my case 
bably both median and ulnar neurectomy would 
een ag He was quite right; after the animal 
recovered from the median operation work soon proved 
the necessity for the ulnar, which was done some time 
in May. Ina few days, from want of experience, I was 
rather startled on finding that the hoof had separated 
from the skin on the inside heel of one foot, but this 
ved to be a false alarm ; the condition had evidently 
Ce caused by struggling in the hobbles. 

From that time onward he worked as well as possible 
ag up ostitis on the off fore leg by working 
him in order to get him accustomed to motor 
traffic. Bandaging and a few days’ rest soon put that 


ight. 
Sty, when I have told them, have expressed the 
greatest surprise that with perfect safety I drove, hack- 
ed, and hunted this cob from the beginning of the cub- 
bing season till the end of the following February. I 
knew no difference between him and a sound horse. 
Gentlemen, don’t imagine I was reckless to a degree, for 
I tried him hacking and jumping before I hunted. All 
went well till one day when galloping across a field one 
of his legs went “ flippity flop, just as if he had al 
over the rein, when I pulled him up—he did not fal 
When he put weight on the leg down went the fetlock 
and up went the toe, so I destroyed him at once. I had 
suspected a slight returning sensation, though he was 
insensible to pin pricks, but after the leg gave way he 
appeared to have no pain, alternately grazing and listen- 
wp hounds till he was shot. 
, Post-mortem examination revealed complete disloca- 
tion of the fetlock joint, the suspensory torn off the 
sesamoids, these bones themselves fo from their 
attachments, and all tissues separated from the lower 
end of the metacarpus to the extent of 3-4 inches. 
Neither of the flexors was yr and all the severed 
nerves had reunited, though I had removed from ? inch 
to 1} inches. 
These are the bones from both knees downwards ; 
are signs of ostitis, but the chief interest lies in 
sesamoids, which are all diseased, the external 
sesamoid of the near fore least so. The grooves parti- 


ase show necrosis, and I think the thickening of the 
fetlocks at that situation was Nature’s effort at com- 

nsation. Why is the external sesamoid on the near 

ore comparatively healthy? What is the cause of the 
trouble, sprains or blows, brushing for the inside two 
and blows from the polo stick for the external sesamoid 
of the off fore? He was perfectly straight in action, 
but we all know what polo is. I shall be glad to have 
your opinion. 
A Few ABDOMINAL CaSsEs. 

This is a very wide subject, quite incapable of being 
fully discussed to-day, so 1 pu mentioning and dis- 
cussing only a few cases which I have met in practice. I 
do not possess the book on Colics by Mr. Caulton Reeks 
—the loss is Fae ag mine—but with the coming of 
Hutyra and Marek my interest has been considerably 
quickened. I hold the opinion that no one has a greater 
contempt for his own powers of differential diagnosis 
than I ; we have all heard of such a symptom being 
diagnostic of such-and-such a condition, but I some- 
times have very great difficulty. Hutyra and Marek 
state that in many cases there is no diagnostic symp- 
tom, and at the same time they attach a great deal of 
importance to rectal exploration. In my earlier days 
this was confined to unloading the rectum preparatory 
to giving an enema ; then when I came to North Lin- 
colnshire and met so many cases of impaction I confirm- 
ed my diagnosis in this ee 

In the following short list I hope to illustrate the 
diagnostic difficulties and at the same time to draw 
attention to the importance of rectal exploration ; cor- 
rect diagnosis in this way, according to Major-General 
Smith, necessitates a thorough knowledge of the physio- 
logy and anatomy of the abdomen, and I fully appre- 
ciate that statement. 


DRAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA. 


(1) This case occurred a few years ago so I do not 
remember all the symptoms shown. Suffice to say the 
horse was at grass when taken ill, and the chief churac- 
teristic was vomition of clear gastric fluid at short 
intervals for 20 hours before death ; the animal stood 
practically still all the time. Post-mortem revealed a 
small hole in the diaphragm yates which about six 
feet of the small bowel had found its way into the 
thorax. There was a fair amount of cicatricial tissue, 
apparently of recent origin, round the hérnial openin 
so we concluded that it was something of the nature 
a perforating ulcer. 

e next two cases were similar in some respects ; 
the animals did not die, but I should like to know wha 
was actually wrong. 

(2) Gel ing 3 taken ill at 10 p.m., saw him at 3a.m., 
considerable abdominal pain, sweating profusely, pulse 
over 80, belching at short intervals—this continued for 
12 hours. Examination per rectum revealed the small 
bowel considerably distended, but all the rest ap 
normal. Diagnosis: Twist—strangulation ‘is a better 
term. Prognosis: Death. 

I attempted to pass a rubber tube to relieve the 
gastric tympany, but without success as my tube was 
not long enough. There was no difficulty in handling 
the animal and inserting the tube as far as possible. As 
the horse had already received two colic draughts anda 
pint of linseed oil, I contented myself with giving h 
dermically a strong dose of morphia and atropine, but 
this had little effect. The owner promised to report, 
so about 9.30 a.m. a telegram was received stating that 
the horse was still alive but very bad ; about 11 a.m. 
another wire, “Come to horse.” I was agreeably sur- 
prised to find the patient much better, and was inform- 
ed that shortly before he had had a very rough time. 

(3) Mare : taken ill at 8 p.m. ; called to her at mid- 


night. Pulse 44, uneasy, sweating, getting up and 
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down, peristaltic action excessive, but no gastric symp- 
toms, no belching ; passing feces in small quantities but 
no flatus ; rectum empty, but not dilated ; small bowel 
much distended as in previous case. received the 
customary oil and three colic draughts. 

10 a.m. Pulse 60, still no motion or flatus ; went on 
with stimulative treatment. 

8 p.m. Pulse 96, and very weak, prognosis death, 
wished to perform laparotomy, but was refused permis- 
sion. Gave a warm enema only. Within half-an-hour 
peristalsis increased again, and recovery was uninter- 
rupted. The pain in this case was continuous for 
24 hours. 

Twist oF THE DouBLE Coton. 


In the next two cases the cause of death was complete 
torsion of the double colon at its base. 

(1) Mare: pulse about 80, and very weak, pain not 
violent but continuous ; animal lay quiet for consider- 
able periods. Rectal exploration satisfied me that the 
double colon was considerably displaced as I could not 
locate the pelvic flexure. Diagnosis: twist. The 
owner was willing, so I chloroformed and examined the 
abdominal contents through an incision in the roof of 
the vagina, but that proved unsatisfactory ; the mare 
was too long for me to reach the seat of the trouble. 
Post-mortem as above. 

(2) Mare: very violent, sweating profusely, passing 
liquid feces: examined per rectum, but without any 
satisfaction as she was dangerous to the operator. Had 
oil and colic draughts as usual, so gave anodynes per os 
and hypodermically, but without effect. Post-mortem 
showed a condition similar to the preceding case. 


Note the difference in the amount of pain and dura- 
tion of illness ; the second animal died in six hours less 
than the first, and still the pathological condition was 
the same as far as I could see. 


MESENTERIC Twist oF SMALL BowEL. 


Mare taken ill at 1 p.m.: saw her in a dying condition 
at 7 p.m. On rectal examination I found the twist, but 
conld not satisfy myself as to its true nature. As dis- 
solution was imminent I saw no use in attempting an 
operation. 

Post-mortem confirmed my diagnosis ; the twist came 
undone quite easily. I consider this quite a suitable 
case for laparetomy, and I believe the trouble could 
have been rectified through a vaginal incision, though 
I would not hesitate to operate through the flank. 


Twist or Fioatine Coton. 


When seen this patient was a about in great 
agony. I examined her while still rolling on the floor 
and found the bowel spirally twisted. I reached in as 
far as ible, sei the longitudinal band, gently 
pulled it back to the anus and released it. Reinserting 
my hand I found the bowel apparently all right ; pain 
ceased immediately, so I tested my opinion by giving 
no further medicine or other treatment, except a heart 
stimulant hypodermically. Three days later when taken 
to work for the first time she was taken ill and died 
before I got to her. Post-mortem showed the same part 
of the colon twisted round its long axis. I wondered 
why there should be a recurrence, but I see that Major- 
General Smith says the most common cause of abdomi- 
nal trouble is work. 


With reference to differential diagnosis this ap 
to be be very difficult at times. It does not satisfy me 
to treat all cases in a routine fashion? we all know per- 
fectly well that to get the best results we must treat 
each case on its merits. 

The first case mentioned was, of course, strangulation 
due to the hernia. Take the two following ; what were 
they? Evidently strangulation, but of what and how? 


Had these horses been 7 own I should have operated, 
but after events proved that I should not have been 
justified. Major-General Smith states that the most 
common cause of death from abdominal diseases is 
strangulation, while Hutyra and Marek state that spon- 
taneous recovery from strangulation rarely if ever occurs, 
and that medicinal treatment is useless. 

Possibly the success of stimulative treatment is 
attributable to the fact that the bowels are kept on the 
move and thus may extricate themselves. There is 

uite a formidable list of causes of strangulation in 

utyra and Marek : congenital diverticula of the ileum, 
acquired diverticula of the intestines, ligament between 
the kidney and spleen, spleno-gastric ligament, falci- 
form ligament of the liver, urachus, small omentum, 
pediculated neoplasms (generally lipomata), exception- 
ally pediculated lobes of the liver, stump of spermatic 
cord, cord of undescended testicle, larger omen- 
tum, etc. 

Have we in the past been minute enough in the 
examination of our colic cases? Have we tried as we 
ought to make a differential diagnosis—and when we 
have decided what is wrong, what about our treatment ? 
Take for example tympany and impaction of the 
stomach in the horse. Are we justified in treating these 
conditions medicinally after the description of the use 
of Marek’s stomach catheter? And if, when satisfied 
that there is strangulation or twist, why not kill your 

tient in an honest endeavour to save his life by 
aparotomy? I think most of my clients would agree, 
as several have already told me that the horse can only 
die then. We areapt to forget that we are “ veterinary 
surgeons” not mere “veterinary medicine vendors.” 
Instead of complaining of the medicines sold to our 
clients—and this is generally useless—we have the 
opportunity of proving in some cases at least that 
interference is much more efficacious than 

ugs. 

For my own part I should have little fear of laparo- 
tomy, not because there is no danger, but because we 
know that with proper precautions we can take a good 
deal of liberty with the abdomen and its contents. In 
my earlier days of rig castration I have often pulled out 
a piece of the bowel thinking it might be the testicle, 
and if my memory does not trick me, [ believe I have 
read that Prof. Macqueen, when unable to find the 
missing organ through the inguinal canal, has located 
it through the rectum, washed his hand and arm, and 
carried on the operation in the usual way. I should 
not like to risk that myself. Thenagain, some of you at 
least would see for yourselves in one of the recent jour- 
nals that Mr. Winter, of Limerick, prefers operating on 
rigs through a flank incision. 

This concludes my en If I have aot up the 
object of these <erm y that of stimulating the interest 
of the members, I shall feel amply repaid. Should an 
of you consider anything controversial I trust you will 
not hesitate to express your opinions.* “No criticism can 
be too severe for me, I shall welcome it, and other 
— for these are all required that we may get at the 
truth. 

An interesting discussion followed. 

The PREsIDENT said he was sure they were very much 
indebted to Mr. Lang for giving them such an excellent 

per on short notice, as a week before they did not 
sez who to look to for one. Unquestionably they 
could learn much by recording their cases in daily 
practice. 

Mr. Gooca proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Lang for 
giving them « paper which they, as country practi- 
tioners, could fully appreciate. He thought if more 
country practitioners attended their meetings there 
would not be such things said as they now heard in the 
law courts. He did not remember a meeting he had 


= 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ii | 

| 

| 
| 

UMI 


June 20 1914 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


823 


attended where he had not learned something. The 
best knowledge was the knowledge of experience. We 
may read text-books, but the best teacher is practice. 
He thought their best thanks were due to Mr. Lang for 


is r. 

Mackinpee seconded, remarking that such 
tical essays as that which Mr. Lang had given them 

were better than theoretical papers, all learnt by ex- 

rience, and he would remind them that the maxim 
“ erperientia docet” isan old one. 

ie. LANG, in returning thanks, said he had never 
known a discussion which so closely followed a paper. 

On the motion of Mr. Rudkin, seconded by Mr. 
Lennox, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded the 
Chairman ; the members then adjourned for high tea. 


Prosecution under the Tuberculosis Order. 


In the Midlothian J.P. Court on Tuesday, 9th inst., 
Arch. Colthart, Cameron Park Dairy, Craigmillar, was 
charged that, on 29th April, he had in his possession a 
cow which was, or appeared to be, suffering from tuber- 
culosis of the udder, or indurated udder, and that he 
did fail to give information to the proper authority in 
terms of Article 2 of the Order. He pleaded not 

ilty. 
evidence, Mr. John Riddoch, veterinary _in- 
spector for the City of Edinburgh, said he had visited 
re accused’s dairy, and had had his attention drawn to 
this particular cow. He suspected from the appearance 
of the udder that it was tuberculous, and when a sample 
of its milk was examined under the microscope he found 


that it contained tubercle bacilli. The cow was ulti- 
mately slaughtered under the Tuberculosis Order. 

The milk from the cow was being supplied in the 
City of Edinburgh, and the matter was at once brought 
under the notice of Dr. Williamson, the Medical Officer 
of Health. Witness was of opinion that the animal 
had been in that condition for several weeks. 

Mr. John Taylor, veterinary surgeon, and one of the 
veterinary inspectors for the County of Midlothian, 
said he had also examined the cow with Mr. Riddoch, 
and he confirmed the latter’s opinion that the animal 
was tuberculons. ‘he whole trouble about this matter 
was that dairymen did not appreciate the fact that they 
had simply to notify a police constable or a veterinary 
inspector when they noticed anything suspicious about 
a cow’s udder. A tuberculous udder might give milk 
that was perfectly clear, and the tubercular qualities 
might el detected until it was put under the micro- 
scope, but if dairymen would but warn the proper 
authority about any suspicious development of the 
udder, there would be no prosecution. It was the failure 
to notify which constituted the offence. 

The accused, in the witness-box, said that the cow 
had been milking very heavily, and there did not seem 
to be anything to indicate that she was suffering from 
tuberculosis. He thought she was merely suffering from 
a fleshy udder. He wassatisfied now that the cow had 
been tuberculous. 

It was pointed out that this was the first case of the 
kind in the county, and the Bench made the fine one of 
£2, with the alternative of 20 days’ imprisonment. The 
maximum penalty is £20.—V.B.A. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax 


Out- 
breaks 


Ani- 


Period. 


Ont- 
breaks 


(a) 


Foot- 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


Parasitic 


Glanders.+ Mange 


Swine Fever. 


Out- 
breaks 


Ani- 


Out- | Ani- 


mals. 
(b) 


Ani- 


Slaugh- 
mals. 


tered. * 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended June 13 


26 31 61 1074 


1913 
1912 


1911 


Corresponding 
week in 


61 
34 


126 
67 


772 
1172 


5 
3 
4 1006 


114 | 1330 | 2397 | 145 20223 


Total for 24 weeks, 1914 
1913 
1912 475 531 


Corresponding | 
1911 446 | 557 


231 | 1594 


2027 


3265 
4511 


121} 1116 | 16095 
162 162 | 1637 | 21152 


261 302 | 1216 | 13386 


period in 
(a) Confirmed. @) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 16, 1914. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked: London 25. 
Middlesex 1. 


TRELAND. Week ended June 13 


Outbreaks 


1913 
1912 
1911 


Corresponding Week in | 


Total for 24 weeks, 1914 


1913 
1912 
1911 


6 


Corresponding period in { 


295 
253 128 
240 52 


41 
41 


- Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), 
Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Dublin, June 15, 1914 
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Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute. 


The prelimi i) mme of the twenty-ninth 
Con, to be held dt Blackpool, from July 6th to 11th 
has been issued. 

The Conference of Veterinary Inspectors will be held 
on Wednesday, July 7th, at the Secondary School. 

The subjects for discussion will be :— 

“Some Metazoon Parasites met with in Food Inspection 
and their relation to Public Health,” to be opened 
by A. W. Noél Pillers, r.z.c.v.s., Veterinary Inspector, 


“The Working of the Tuberculosis Public Health Regu- 
lations of the Local vernment Board and Board 


of Agriculture,” by J. D. Whitehead, F.R.c.v.s. 


President. J. W. BRITTLEBANK, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
Veterinary Inspector, Manchester. 
Vice-Presidents. ARTHUR BREAKE 


James R. M.R.C.V.S. ; 


M.R.C.V.S. 
J. SHARE-JONEs, 
M.SC., F.R.C.V.S.; T. Woops. M.R.C.V.S. 

Local Secretaries. G. HuTcHINSON, M.RB.C.V.S., Poulton 
le Fylde ; T. WALKER, M.R.C.v.s., Whitegate Drive, 
Blackpool. 

Recording Secretary. J. A. Drxon, Vety. 
Inspector, Leeds. 

This Conference is open to members of the veterinary 

profession. 


R.S.P.C.A. Prosecution at Bourne—Dismissed 


At the Bourne (Lincs.) Police Court, on Thursday 
May 14th, before Mr. R. A. Gardner, J.P. (in the a 
and other Justices, James Bluff, drayman, of Stamford, 
was c with cruelty toa horse at Market Deeping, 
on April 2nd ; and Richard Dunn Dawson, manager of 
Messrs. Phillips Brewery, Stamford, was summoned for 
causing the animal to be worked whilst in an unfit state. 
Mr. 8S. G. Polhill, of London, represented the Society, 
and Mr. E. Dalton, of Stamford, defended. 

Both defendants pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. Dalton stated that it might save the time of the 
court if he stated what the defence would be. The mare 
started on its journey in a perfectly sound condition, 
but on its return journey it was suddenly atttacked 
with a complaint called laminitis. 

All the witnesses were ordered out of court. 

Mr. Polhill, in opening the case, said the animal 
belonged to Mr. Phil ips, brewer, of Stamford. On the 
date in question the mare was stopped by the Society’s 
inspector as it was going very lame. The drayman 
frankly admitted that the mare was lame, and that it 
had been so for some time. Mr. Townson, veterinary 
surgeon, of Market Deeping, was deputed to examine 
the animal, and he pronounced that the lameness was 
of long standing. The next day the inspector went 
to Stamford and Mr. Dawson admitted that he was 
responsible for the horse being at work, but he 
he would not admit that the horse had been previously 
lame. Mr. Dawson subsequently suggested to the 
inspector that this was a temporary lameness, that it 
left the premises all right in the morning, and that it 
became lame on its return journey. Proceeding, Mr. 

Polhill said that it was thought advisable to test this 
case, and after waiting some three weeks the Society 
sent down an expert veterinary surgeon from London, 
and the opinion of the expert and that of Mr. Townson 

ey would submit that the horse had been 
lame for some considerable time : that it was not fit to 
work on the road, and it was extremely doubtful 
whether it would be able to work on the land. Mr. 
Polhill said the issue the magistrate would have to con- 
sider was whether the lameness was of long-standing or 
whether as his friend had suggested it was of a tem- 


nature. He ‘submitted that the weight of evi- 
lence would be in favour of the prosecution. 
_Inspector Small, R.S.P.C.A., stationed in the Bourne 
district, —— that he stopped the defendant Bluff 
at Market ping. He spoke to him about the mare 
going lame, and Bluff replied, “Yes, I know it is going 
very lame. It has been like it for some time, and the 
manager knows about it. I have told him several times,” 
Witness said the animal was suffering from ringbone, 
and one foot was contracted. The animal showed 
pain, and in his opinion it was unfit for work. Witness 
said to Bluff, “This is a shocking case of cruelty,” and 
Bluff said, “ Yes, it is shocking. I have been ashamed 
to bring it out.” Witness advised the mare not to be 
worked any further, and it was taken to the stable of 
an inn at ping. and the same day the animal was 
examined by Mr. Townson. Inspector Small said that 
the next day he saw the manager, who said that he did 
not see the horse before it went out, but had seen it in 
the stables. Witness said in the presence of Bluff to 
Mr. Dawson that Bluffhad said that he had told him of 
the mare going lame, and the manager denied this. The 
manager said the horse would not be worked 
more. 

r. Polhill: Have you seen the mare on subsequent 
dates !—Yes, on the 21st and 24th April, and it was in 
the same condition exactly. ‘ 

a Chairman: Have you seen it since April 24th? 
—No. 

Mr. Dalton : There has been no intention to work the 
horse since that date. Did you make enquiries as to 
the other horses at the establishment !—No. 

tor Decann, stationed at Market Deeping, cor- 
roborated the evidence given by the previous witness, 
He said the mare was very lame indeed. 

Mr. Polhill: Have you seen this horse before !—Yes, 
and I noticed it was lame, but did not stop it. 

Did you mention that incident to the d2fendant Bluff! 
—Yes, and Bluff said that he expected that I should 
have stopped him on that date. 

Mr. Dalton: If you had considered that the mare 
should not have been worked would you not have called 
Bluff’s attention to it?—I scarcely had a chance of 
forming an opinion at the time. It was only a casual 
observation. 

There was nothing flagrant about it?—I thought it 
was, but still I thought it was of a temporary nature. 

William Kellett Townson, veterinary surgeon, of 
Market Deeping, stated that on the 2nd of pril he 
examined the mare in question. He found the animal 
very lame. She had a deformed hoof, also contracted 
tendons, with an over-shot fetlock joint and a diseased 
pastern, associated with ringbone and sidebone. The 
animal was in good condition. He further stated that 
the animal was not fit for work : that in his opinion 
the lameness was of long-standing: that the mare will 
not be fit for work on the road, nor, in his opinion, on 
the land. 

Mr. Dalton (quoting from a veterinary authority): 
“Laminitis is a disease which appears suddenly.” 
you agree that a horse might be perfectly sound when 
starting on its journey, but have an attack of this 
disease whilst on its journey ? 

- Townson : Yes, and an attack will occur in the 
stable. 

Did you take the temperature of the animal !—No. 
There was nothing abnormal about the temperature; 
and the condition of the hoof was not conducive to 
laminitis. 

What percentage of horses suffer from ringbone — 
I don’t know. 

Am I right in saping. that 75 per cent. of the horses 


suffer from it?—I should not think so. ; 
Mr. Polhill ; If the contention of my friend is right 
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that the mare was suffering from an attack of laminitis, 
which comes on suddenly, would you expect the lame- 
ness to remain permanently or would the animal 
recover 

Mr. Townson : I should certainly expect the mare to 
recover. 

Alexander Piesse, M.R.c.v.s., of London, deposed that 
he examined the mare at Stamford some three weeks 
after it was stopped at Market Deeping. The animal, 
which was a bay mare, was well nourished. He found 
that the mare was lame, the result of extensive side- 
bone, the cartilage affected was much affected and in- 
flamed, and the inflammation had extended. There 
was also a bony deposit on de joint. The hoof 
was also somewhat walformed. In his opinion the 
animal was unfit for work. He was quite sure that it 
would never be fit for work on the road again, but 
with treatment it might possibly be able to work on 


the land. 

Mr. Polhill: Did you see any signs of laminitis ? 

Mr. Piesse : No, but it might have had a transient 
attack: it certainly had not had an attack of any 
duration. There were no signs that an attack had 
existed. 

Can you form any opinion as to how loug the mare 
had been lame ?—I should say that it had not been a 
sound horse for three months. 

Mr. Dalton: When you say that the horse had not 
been sound for three months do you mean that it had 
not been in a fit condition for work during that time ? 


—Yes. 

Would any ordinary horseman notice that ?—No, but 
he ought to have done in a few days. 

Do you think it was possible that a veterinary surgeon 
— have examined the horse without noticing it ? 
—No. 

And supposing a manager did not notice it ?—Well, I 
should say that he has not a keen observation. 

I am calling two veterinary surgeons who will say 
that the mare was suffering from laminitis?—It might 
have been when they examined it. 

Is it a disease that appears suddenly !—Yes. 

_ Mr. Polhill: Would not a horse that had been suffer- 
ing from laminitis for some time show an unmistakeable 
alteration of the structure of the foot ? 
_ Mr. Piesse : Yes, but it was obvious in this case that 
it was lame. 

THE DEFENCE. 


Mr. Dalton said that this mare was perfectly sound 
when it left the stables at Stamford. He proposed 
calling two veterinary surgeons who would state that 
the horse was suffering from laminitis when they exam- 
ined it, and he hoped to establish this fact and so get 
the summons dismissed. He said that his friend had 
ee satisfy the Bench that the defendants had guilty 

wledge of working the mare whilst in an unfit state, 
and also that there was intentional cruelty. No one 
who knew the firm that he represented could say that 
they worked horses whilst in an unfit condition. en 
the mare was in the stable there were no symptoms of 
lameness, and if there had been there was no necessity 
to work this horse, for there were others in the stable, 
and if not they could have hired a horse, which this 
was in the habit of doing when necessary. The 
defendant Bluff was a to take a load to Spalding 
Common, a distance of about 17 miles. The horse was 
ted, and upon the return journey jt went lame, and 
the animal was stopped by the Inspector at Market 


ping. 
Richard Dunn Dawson deposed that the mare was 
bought some four years ago at Morton near Bourne, and 
& certificate of soundness was given at the time of the 
The animal had never been lame, and he 


had never seen her in pain. Mr. Towell, of Stamford, 
neers surgeon, was specially retained by the 
brewery firm to look after the horses, and the men em- 
ployed by the firm had strict instructions that if at any 
time there was anything wrong with the horses to 
immediately call in the veterinary. Witness stated 
that on the day in question he received a telegram from 
the defendant Bluff that the horse had been stopped by 
Inspector Small at Deeping on account of lameness, and 
witness said that he also communicated with Mr. 
Holmes, veterinary surgeon, of Bourne, to come to 
Stamford and examine the horse the next day in con- 
junction with Mr. Towell. The animal was stated to be 
suffering from laminitis, and it was treated for such 
complaint. 

Mr. Polhill: During the time the animal was develop- 
ing a bony enlargement did not she go lame !—No. 

© you agree that where a horse is in pain that it 
must go lame !—Not always. 

Do you really mean to say that during the four years 
r- have had the horse that you have never seen it go 
ame!—I have never seen it go lame. The horse at 
times had a peculiar gait, but it was never lame. 

_ Although you knew that the animal was developing 
sidebone, did you not call in a veterinary !—It never 
went lame. 

Has the condition of the mare altered since the 3rd of 
April !—Gradually improved. 
he horse is too lame to bring for the Magistrate to 

t?—It could not have walked. 

n answer to Mr. Dalton, witness said the sidebone 
had never incapacitated the horse. 

James Bluff stated that he baited the mare for two 
hours, and when he commenced on the return journey 
he noticed that it had a slight stiffness, which was not 
unusual with horses when they had gone a long journey. 
However, when within three or four miles of Deeping 
he noticed the mare went a little lame. When he got 
to Deeping he saw the inspectors, and the mare was 
stopped and examined, and he was told that it must not 
travel “| further and it was put up atan inn. ay Cl 
tor Small said it was a very bad case, and advised him 
not to go any further. 

In reply to Mr. Dalton, witness said the horse had on 
the previous day been to Barnack and Market Deeping 
respectively. If he had noticed anything the matter 
with the mare in the morning he wouid have refused to 
take it on the journey. 

Mr. Polhill: How long have you driven this horse !— 
For several months. 

At times the animal has shown signs of lameness !— 
None whatever. 

If the animal was not lame why did you speak to Mr. 
Dawson ?—It was not exactly lame. 

John Thomas Holmes, M.R.c.v.s., of Bourne, stated 
that he received a telegram from Stamford to go to 
Messrs. Phillips Brewery to examine a mare. The 
animal appeared to be suffering from considerable pain 
and distress. He took the temperature, which was 
103°1, the pulse was 49, and when the mare walked a 
few yards it showed the characteristic gait of laminitis. 
The mare had ringbone, but that had nothing to do with 
the complaint from which it was suffering. 

Mr. Dalton: The horse may be worked if it suffers 
from ringbone so long as it does not cause any pain ?— 
That is my opinion. 

Is it not quite an ordinary thing for horses to be 
suffering from ringbone !—Quite 70 per cent. do in this 
neighbourhood. 

ow could laminitis arise ?—From several causes, one 
being chill. 

If the animal had been suffering from ordinary acute 
lameness would there have been any constitutional dis- 
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order !—No, there would have been no rise in tempera- 


ture. 

Mr. Polhill : You examined the horse on the 3rd of 
April, and Mr. Townson on the 2nd April, and he says 
there were no signs of laminitis. Is it possible between 
the time you examined it and the time Mr. Townson 
examined it that laminitis might have supervened ?— 
No doubt it supervened. 

You don’t dispute the existence of ringbone and side- 
bone !—No. 

Have you seen the mare since the 3rd of April 
Last Friday. 

What is its condition !—Still lame. 

What from ?—The effects of laminitis. 

If the animal was suffering from laminitis on the 3rd 
of April must there not have been some structural 
alteration having taken — in its foot ?—It depends 
entirely on the amount of the disease. 

If the horse had ringbone and sidebone and is still 
lame three weeks after it was stopped by the inspector, 
is that not a strong indication that the lameness has a 
permanent cause and not a temporary cause like lamini- 
tis —I don’t agree. 

During the course of examination Mr. Holmes pro- 
tested that Mr. Polhill was making suggestions of things 
which did not exist. Mr. Polhill said he did not think 
Mr. Holmes need be uncivil. Mr. Holmes repudiated 
the gr of incivility. Considerable argument 
took place between Mr. Holmes and Mr. Polhill upon 
the relative terms of stiffness and lameness. 

Mr. Polhill : Do you think the mare is fit to work on 
the road barring laminitis ?—Yes I do. 

Walter Bland Towell, m.R.c.v.s., Stamford, stated 
that he was retained by this brewery to attend to the 
horses when required. He said that when he examined 
the animal it showed signs of great pain, it moved with 
great difficulty, was very lame, and was suffering from 

initis. He always considered that the horse was 
workably sound. 

Mr. Dalton : Do 
case of laminitis 

Mr. Polhill: Was the animal perfectly free on the 
2nd of April ?—Yes. 

If the horse had been suffering from a long attack of 
laminitis and was still suffering on the 24th of April, 
would any structural alterations of the foot have been 
apparent to anyone who examined it!—To a certain 
extent, yes. 

Mr. Polhill submitted to the Court that it was not 
for him to show that there was any intentional cruelty. 
What the Magistrates were concerned with was the 

int of fact whether the conduct of the defendants 

ad caused the animal unnecessary pain or suffering. 
Intentional cruelty wasa different thing to guilty know- 
ledge, and the guilty knowledge which was required 
was not to show that the defendants actually knew that 
they were causin poe but the guilty knowledge was 
the knowledge of the facts. No one was so blind as 
those who would not see. It was not a defence to say 
that they did not see itlame. On the grounds he would 
not say that the defendants had any guilty knowledge 
but it was a matter of want of care and want of thought, 
and not of intentional cruelty. It had never been sug- 
gested. He said that he could quote cases on the 
matter. 

Mr. Dalton replied that the fact that the firm retained 
a veterinary surgeon showed that there was no want of 
care and —— but showed that they had exercised 
more than ordinary precaution. 

The Chairman, after the Court had deliberated in 


= consider that this is a typical 
es. 


Cruelty Prosecution at Bury — Magisterial 
Comments. 


At the Bury County Police Court, before Messrs. G. 
Mills, A. T. Porritt, Councillor W. Scholes and Dr. 
Crawshaw, on Thursday, June 11th, Barzillari Stead, 
carter, East Ordsall-lane, Salford, was summoned for 
cruelty toa horse by working it in an unfit state at 
Whitefield, on the 13th May, and Samuel R. Teggin, 
carrier, Eccles New Road, Weaste, Manchester, was 
summoned for permitting the horse to be worked. 

r. T. R. Bertwistle prosecuted on behalf of the 
R.S.P.C.A., and Mr. C. H. Pickstone defended. 

Mr. Bertwistle opened. He said the facts were ver 
simple so far as the proof of the cruelty was concerned, 
but there were a number of outside incidents it would 
be necessary for him to mention. It appeared that 
P.C. Tomlinson, who on that day was acting sergeant, 
saw Stead in charge of a horse attached to a cart pass- 
ing through Whitefield. Noticing the animal was very 
lame he ——— the carter and pointed out the horse 
was lame. Stead said, “ Yes, it isa bit lame, and it 
goes worse when it has been standing.” Tomlinson 
noticed that the leg was covered with grease, and asked 
why it had been put on. Defendant said, “ Well, its 
tendons are a bit off.” They knew that was a Lan- 
cashire expression that there was something wrong. 
When asked how long the horse had been like that 
defendant replied, “I cannot say.” P.C. Bowness was 
present and saw Tomlinson examine the horse. The 
animal, which was in very fair concition, was lame on 
the near fore leg, and when the horse stood he lifted 
the limb to rest it. Tomlinson told the carter the animal 
was not fit to be worked, that he must take it out of 
the cart and take it home, and the detendant did so. 
Witness went on to Besses, where he met P.C. Griffiths, 
who also saw the horse. The matter was reported to 
Inspector Faulkner, R.S.P.C.A., who went down the 
following day to the owner’s place and examined the 
horse in company with P.C. Bowness. 

P.C. Tomlinson stated that the horse was lame on 
the near fore leg, which was very tender and very much 
inflamed. Stead said the horse had gone worse since it 
was shod the previous Thursday. In witness’s opinion 
the lameness was caused by the tendons binding on an 
old splint. 

Cross-examined : If the horse was badly shod it would 
cause lameness. 

Inspector Faulkner stated that he examined the horse 
and found there was inflamed condition of the tendons 
of the leg. There was ringbone deposit immediately 
above the coronet, and the inflamed condition extended 
from the ringbone into the foot. The lameness, which 
was ee acute, was due to the complication of 
the tendons and the ringbone deposit. The horse 
walked lame on the soft ground, and could scarcely put 
his foot down. Defendant said he had a veterinary 
surgeon who attended there cr gga C but he would not 
give his name. Witness said he should be there the 
following morning, and defendant made no objections. 
The next = he went with Mr. Wren and found the 
horse locked up. Mrs. Teggin toid them that her 
husband had left instructions that no one was to see the 
horse. Mr. Wren left his card, and asked Mrs. Teggin 
to tell her husband to write if he definitely refused to 
allow the horse to be examined. Mr. Wren received a 
post-card as follows :—“ Mr. Wood has seen my horse 
again to-day, and says it will be fit for work in a day or 
two. Now he has had the shoe off and the foot poul- 
ticed. If you wish to know anything further refer tomy 


private, said the Bench were of the opinion that it was | yet. 


a proper case to be brought into Court, but there was an 
element of doubt in the matter and the case would be 


In reply to Mr. Pickstone, witness said from defen- 
dant’s attitude and from the fact that he had a veteri» 
nary surgeon, witness also wanted to have one. 
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Mr. Pickstone said the defendant could not be com- 
pelled to allow the Society’s veterinary surgeon to 
examine the horse. The constable was the only person 
who had power in the matter. 

The Clerk (Colonel Hall) said in some towns when a 
horse was stopped the man in charge was taken into 
custody. 

Rapewer Thomas, R.S.P.C.A., said when he saw Mr. 
Wood, the defendant’s veterinary surgeon, Mr. Wood 
stated that he had seen the horse, and it was doing all 
right. It was a case where the nails had been driven 
too tight, and were binding on the sensitive part of the 
foot. The shoe had been taken off, the foot poulticed, 
and the horse would be all right in a day or two. 

The question was again raised as to Mr. Wood re- 
fusing to allow another veterinary surgeon to see the 
horse, and 

Colonel Hall said Mr. Wood’s action did not prove or 
disprove the defendant’s guilt. He thought too much 
importance was being attached to the point. 

nspector Thomas, continuing his evidence, said when 
he asked if he would allow another veterinary surgeon 
to see the horse he replied, “Certainly not.” Mr. Wood 
then told him that it was the nails in the shoe that had 
caused the lameness. 

Mr. A. B. Wren, veterinary surgeon, Bury, also gave 
evidence. In cross-examination he said if the horse 
was suffering from ringbone deposit it would still be 
there, and if the tendons were strained there would still 
be some symptoms. The treatment by Mr. Wood would 
remove the inflammation, and the horse would go all 
right for a time. 

This concluded the case for the prosecution. 

The defendant Stead said he had been employed by 
Teggin ten years, and had had charge of the horse about 
seven weeks before it was stopped. The horse was not 
lame when he took it out, but it went lame after dinner- 
time. The night before the horse got his leg over the 
halter-chain and “scarred” it. Witness rubbed some 
oil on the leg. 

Ernest Edward Wood, M.R.¢.v.s., Manchester, veterin- 
ary surgeon to the County Council and the Eccles 
Corporation, said when he saw the horse it was certainly 
very lame, and on the shoe being taken off he found 
that the cause was that three nails in the shoe were 
pressing on the sensitive structure of the foot. The 
shoe was taken off and matter was found in one of the 
nail holes. He could not find any ring bone or splint. 
It was by his instructions that Teggin refused to allow 
anyone to see the horse. He took the responsibility 
for that. 

Cross-examined: The reason he refused to have 
another veterinary surgeon was because of something 
that happened in another case. 

Mr. Bertwistle asked whether it would not have been 
better if witness had had his opinion backed up by 
another professional man. 

Witness: As a rule veterinary surgeons don’t back 
each other up like doctors. I can tell you that. 

Col. Hall: Doctors don’t always back each other up. 

Mr. Pickstone : Neither do lawyers. 

_ The Clerk pointed out that the action of the witness 

in refusing to allow another veterinary surgeon to see 

the horse might lead the magistrates to ignore the pro- 

fessional evidence and rely on the other. They couid 

also adjourn the case and have an independent pro- 

fessional man to make an examination to see whether 
re was any ring bone or splint. 

Wilkinson Guildhall, shoeing smith, said the horse 
was shod on the Friday before the Wednesday that it was 
stopped. Teggin stated he knew nothing of the lame- 
ness until after the horse was stopped. 

Mr. Pickstone asked whether the magistrates in- 
tended to adjourn the case in order to have an indepen- 
dent examination made. 


The magistrates deliberated in private for an hour 
and a half. 

On returning into court the Clerk (Colonel Hall) 
announced that the case was adjourned for the horse to 
be examined by an independent veterinary surgeon to 
ascertain whether it was suffering from ring bone or 
splint or both, and if found to be so suffering then the 
court would deal with the case. The cost of this exam- 
ination and also the cost of the prosecution vets. having 
an opportunity to examine the horse to be borne b 
the defendant. [The case was adjourned until Saturday}. 


On Saturday, June 13, Col. Hall, county magistrate’s 
clerk at Bury, was called as a witness. He said that 
acting on the Magistrates’ instructions, he met Mr. 
Dixon, veterinary surgeon, of Whitefield, on Friday 
morning. On arriving at defendant’s place, witness 
told Teggin he was there on behalf of the justices to 
see the examination properly made. He handed to 
defendant and Mr. Dixon the following written instruc- 
tions addressed to the latter :—“The justices require 
you to examine the near fore leg of this horse, and be in 
a position to mf whether it is suffering from ringbone 
or splint or either of the two.” The report stated :— 

“T find there is splint on the inside of the shin bone 
on the near fore leg. About three inches from the top 
of the shin bone there is also ringbone. (Signed) 
J. Featherstone Dixon.” 

Mr. Dixon gave evidence, and said when at defend- 
ant’s place he had the horse brought out. He wanted 
it moved on some stones, but Teggin said “ Don’t.” 
He examined the horse and found both splint and 
ringbone. 

Cross-examined : The horse walked lame. The lame- 
ness was due to the splint and ringbone. The horse had 
also sidebones very pronounced. As to the lameness, 
he could not differentiate between the splint and the 
ringbone, and the animal flinched on both. He had not 
seen the previous evidence. He had been kept abso- 
lutely in the dark. If the horse had been lamed through 
shoeing the lameness would not have continued a 
month. The horse was in pain. It flinched when the 
limb was touched, and gave way when walking. As 
to the splint, it could be seen. One could see imme- 
diately that the two legs were entirely different. 

Mr. Pickstone submitted that in order to convict 
the Bench had to be satisfied that the employer per- 
sonally knew that the horse was not in a fit state to 
be worked, and Mr. Teggin had stated that he had no 
previous knowledge. 

The Bench retired to consider their decision. As Col. 
Hall had been a witness in the case, Mr. W. Smith 
acted as clerk. When the magistrates returned into 
court, Mr. George Mills (Chairman of the Bench) read 
their decision :— 

“The Court finds this horse was on and prior to the 
13th May suffering from lameness caused by a splint on 
the inside of the near fore leg and ringbone on the 
same limb, and that on the 13th May it was being 
worked by the defendant Stead and caused to be 
worked by the defendant Teggin in such a manner as 
by this lameness (of which each of the defendants was 
aware) to cause it unnecessary pain and suffering. The 
Court is of opinion the defendant and his veterinary 
surgeon deliberately placed obstacles in the way of the 
prosecution with the fixed purpose of hiding from or 
misleading the Court as to the facts, and in this regard 
it considers the veterinary surgeon acted most im- 
properly, and badly advised his client. 

ith regard to the evidence of Veterinary Surgeon 
Wood, the court feels it cannot speak too strongly. 
Such evidence can only be explained in one of two 
ways : 

(a) that he is grossly incompetent ; , 

(4) that he was guilty of the greatest negligence in 
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his examination of the horse; which of these be the 
correct explanation witness is best able to judge. 

The court is further wey ad of opinion steps should 
be taken by the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons towards inquiring into the circumstances 
of this case. It is to be regretted that it should be 
possible for evidence to be adduced of such a character 
“ _ been given in this case by Veterinary Surgeon 


The court also said that they considered this an ex- 
tremely bad case and imposed the following conditions : 
£10 as a fine and £18 costs on defendant Teggin, or in 
default of distress three months’ imprisonment; 5s. asa 
fine and costs 12s. 6d. on defendant Stead, or in default 
of distress fourteen days’ imprisonment. Bury Guardian 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 
Dear Sir, 

Permit me space thank most sincerely those gentle- 
men who recorded votes in my favour. Although insuffi- 
cient to secure my return on this occasion, I hope in the 
future to be successful.—Yours very faithfully, 

Tueo. C. Toore. 

Dover, June 15. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 16. 


Recutar. Forces. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 


Lieut. A. Crapp to be Capt. Dated June 14. 

Major A. W. hawt resigns his commission, and is 
granted permission tc retain his rank and to wear the 
prescribed uniform. Dated June 17. 


The following officers Army Veterinary Corps (T.F.) 
Welsh Division, have qualified for promotion to the 
—_ of Captain at the recent examinations in B 2, 3, 
and 16 :— 

Lieut. R. D. Williams, Aberystwyth. 

Lieut. H. L. Anthony, Tredegar. 

Lieut. J. Campbell Hill, Llanelly. 


Personal. 


ForemMaN—MIDDLEHURST.—On June 10th, at Bays- 
water, Richard J. Foreman, M.R.c.v.s., son of the late 
William Foreman, m.p., of Wigan, Lancashire, to 
Cecelia, daughter of the late eae Middlehurst, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Liverpool. 


ParneE—Boutu.—At the Presbyterian Church, East 
London, South Africa, on Saturday, May 16th, 1914, 
Florence Bull, of Bayswater, London, to Richard Paine, 
F.R.C.V.8., of Umtata, Tembuland. 


OBITUARY 
Epwarp JAMES MELLET, M.R.C.V.S., Henley-on-Thames 
Graduated, Lond : Jan, 1882" 
Mr. Mellett died on June 5th from acute croupous 
pneumonia. Aged 56. 
WILLIAM MAYNARD, M.R.C.V.S., Romsey, Hants. 
Lond: Dee., 1867. 


Death occurred on Saturday, June 13, from syncope, 
following heart trouble, at the age of 70. 


Spicer.—On the 13th June, at Crabwood, Oxted 
Arnold ~~ only son of Arnold and Flora Spicer, aged 
10 years. The funeral took place on Tuesday, June 16, 


[The following items were unavoidably held over 
last week, and several others are held over this week.} 


THE ANNUAL “FIASCO.” 
Sir, 


Ta! ta !—we’re very much obliged to you, but we don’t 
want to be bothered. Such, sir, is the blessing conferred 
on the gentlemen of the Council for the trouble they take 
in conducting the affairs of the profession, but as you justly 
remark, ‘‘ it is a disgrace,’’ and no alteration of date will 
‘*shake off the apathy.'’’ What a compliment to the 
Council! 22 members all told (including the 24 Council- 
men!) Is not this a farceforaG.A.M.? I would suggest 
that any meeting which does not represent 5 per cent. of 
the whole of the profession should be adjourned sine die, 
for wherein is the use of 24 Councilmen agreeing to what 
they have done in the past year?—of course they agree. 
The fact is that a vast number of our profession are so 
selfish that they will not sacrifice a day’s earnings even to 
pay their respects to those who work for them, on the 
one opportunity that offers itself. Where is the esprit de 
corps? Oh for a controversial fighting spirit of a Price, 
Dollar, M‘Fadyean, or Hunting of 30 years ago! Opposi- 
tion is good, not to stir up strife, but to bring forward 
beneficent ideas for the common weal. What a shameful 
mistake to take all and give nothing.—Yours faithfully, 
H. D 


THE ANNUAL MEETING. 
Sir, 
In your leading article of last week you find fault with 
the members of the profession for not attending the annual 
meeting of the R.C.V.S. I beg to inform you that I 
attended the meeting and my name was put down in the 
book, but my name is not down in The Veterinary Record. 
—Yours truly, 
Granay Rees-Moae, Vet.-Capt. 

Hyde Park Barracks, S.W. 

June 9th. 
(We regret that Capt. Rees-Mogg’s name does not appear 
in the list of those present. Possibly he may have signed 
after our reporter had taken out the list.) 


NASAL CATARRH. 
ir, 

Permit me to ask the many readers of The Veterinary 
Record advice with respect to the treatment of the above 
complaint in a Pekingese. Nearly everything has been 
tried without success for 12 months. Perhaps some of our 
canine specialists would be able to suggest a suitable 
remedy, and its method of administration.—Yours faith- 
fully, : “ Pexin.”’ 

June 10. 
(Replies may be sent c/o The Veterinary Record if desired]. 


A DISPUTED ACCOUNT. 
Sir, 
In your issue of 6thinst., I notice you have coupled my 
name with the ‘‘ Disputed account,’’ which you report. 

I beg to say that I have nothing to do with that case, 
and if you will look up the reports in the daily papers you 
will find the plaintiff was Mr. Edward Sewell with whom 
I have no business connection. 

Please see that this is corrected in your next number— 
with an apology.—Yours faithfully, 

F.R C.V.S. 

5la Elizabeth St., Eaton Square, S.W. 

June 16. 

{Weinsert Mr. William Sewell’s disclaimer with pleasure 
The name as we printed it was given in the newspaper 
from which the report was taken, and was passed by our 
proof reader. The error was noticed, but unfortunately 


at Oxted. 


too late to make the correction]. 
\ 
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